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Yemeni CSOs and trade unions under pressure

Conference paper by Baligh Al-Mekhlafi

During the period that preceded the year 2011, the political regime tried best to weaken the role of the Civil So-
ciety Organizations (CSO) and trade unions in political participation. The regime’s practices didn’t only restrict 
rights and freedoms through the security systems and the direct interference in CSOs’ elections but also passed 
over the legal system that enables the CSOs to work under the direct supervision of the government.

Following 2011, freedom’s ceiling of the CSOs has increased by virtue of the revolutionary legitimacy. Therefore, 
the Civil Society Sector witnessed remarkable expansion in establishing new non-governmental Civil Society 
Organizations and trade unions within/inside governmental entities that had been forbidden by the law such 
as offices of ministries and facilities of the private sector.

The National Dialogue Conference, held in Yemen between March 2013 and January 2014, opened up a window 
of ideal opportunity to engage the CSOs in shaping the future of Yemen. Furthermore, the CSOs participated as 
a main component in the NDC and were able to come up with outcomes that help to promote CSOs’ participati-
on in decision-making. 

Since then, honouring this type of action, the government acknowledged the partnership agreement between 
the government, CSOs and the private sector. There was also a tendency to convert such agreement into a 
piece of legislation that organizes the terms of partnership and further establish a supreme committee for this 
partnership. However, the recent events that ended up with the Houthi coup in fall 2014, have obstructed all that 
progress and turned everything back to zero (that is, pre-2011). As result, the CSOs have been facing constraints 
on their works imposed by the Houthis. Deteriorating the situation, Houthis have even resorted to breaking into 
a number CSOs’ offices and enforced their closure.   

Talking about activating the partnership of CSOs and trade unions in Yemen requires the return of the political 
process in the country to the point it had reached before the coup and then continue completing the steps of 
establishing a supreme partnership committee that had been initiated and agreed up on as mentioned earlier. It 
also requires constituting the NDC outcomes that related to civil society and the social participation.


